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PUBLIC NOTICE

The purpose of this public notice is to solicit public review and comment on the Nevada
Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), on behalf of the state,
On-the-Job Training (OJT) Employer Reimbursement Waiver Request. Pursuant to the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act waiver requirements and request process
(WIOA sec. 189(i)(3)(B); 20 CFR 8679.620; TEGL 8-18), if granted, this Waiver would
extend the current USDOL-approved waiver in effect for Program Year (PY) 2020 (June
30, 2021) for an additional two PYs: 2021 (June 30, 2022) and 2022 (June 30, 2023).
Said waiver would temporarily waive the OJT employer reimbursement thresholds
prescribed in 20 CFR 8680.720 and 20 CFR 8680.730 and allow a sliding scale for OJT
training employer reimbursements ranging from 50 to up to 90 percent dependent upon
the number of employees.

Public comment will be taken from March 15, 2021 through April 15, 2021, 4 p.m. (PDST),
and should be submitted to the state as follows:

By USPS mail:

ATTN: Kristine Nelson, ESD Program Chief
DETR/Workforce Investment Support Services
1923 N. Carson Street, Ste. 200
Carson City, NV 89706

By Facsimile:

(775)684-0327
ATTN: Kristine Nelson, ESD Program Chief

By Email:
kknelson@detr.nv.gov

2800 E. St. Louis Ave. » Las Vegas, Nevada 89104  (702) 486-7330 « Fax (702) 486-7340

500 East Third Street « Carson City, Nevada 89713 « (702) 775-684-3911 « Fax (702) 775-7340
https://detr.nv.gov
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Federal statutory/requlatory requirements to be waived: Pursuant to the Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Title | and Wagner-Peyser Act waiver requirements and request
process (WIOA sec. 189(i)(3)(B); 20 CFR 8679.620; TEGL 8-18), the Nevada Department of
Employment Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), designated state workforce agency for the State
of Nevada, is requesting a waiver of the requirements of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act (WIOA) Section 134(c)(3)(H)(i) and 20 CFR 8680.720(b) in order to increase on-the-job
training (OJT) employer reimbursement up to 90 percent for businesses with less than 50
employees. Pursuant to 20 CFR §680.720, employers may be reimbursed up to 50 percent of the
wage rate of an OJT participant, and up to 75 percent using the criteria in 20 CFR 8680.730, for the
extraordinary costs of providing the training and additional supervision related to the OJT.

If approved, this waiver would extend the current waiver USDOL approved on November 13, 2020
that is in effect through program year (PY) 2020 (June 30, 2021) for an additional two PY's, to-wit:
PY 2021 (June 30, 2022) and PY 2022 (June 30, 2023) to allow for a sliding scale for OJT training
employer reimbursements that ranges from 50 — 90 percent, dependent on the number of employees.

Actions for the removal of state or local statutory or regulatory barriers: There are no State of
Nevada or local statutory or regulatory barriers to implementation. DETR compliance policies meet
current federal program requirements.

State strategic goals/US Department of Labor priorities supported by waiver request: The
DETR seeks to address and enhance critical business and workforce needs in the state through an
incentivized industry sector-based approach to workforce training. On-the-job training is a proven,
reliable method to instill work-based training in an effective and efficient way that meets the
immediate workforce needs of the state, especially in times of recovery from natural or other
disasters. Employers need a durable and trained workforce, but when one is not readily available,
quick and effective turnaround training is critical for the state’s economy.

With the ongoing impacts of COVID-19, the State of Nevada needs the ability of such workforce
training activities that provide immediate and effective relief to workforce shortages, especially in
Nevada’s industry sectors: tourism, gaming and entertainment; health care and medical services;
construction; manufacturing and logistics; and, natural resources (e.g., solar). While general
academic knowledge is important, learning skills through hands-on training allows for a quick
ramp-up of the state’s workforce. It allows employers to meet their immediate and long-term
objectives, while providing jobseekers learning opportunities in an actual work environment that
leads to a career pathway.

For smaller businesses and employers who do not typically have a large workforce on standby, this
waiver will allow them opportunities to employ individuals who are dislocated from other
employment due to the disaster, while still being able to utilize their limited resources for other
critical aspects of business. The waiver will provide them the necessary resources for on-the-job
training that will enable them to redirect other business resources to critical business needs.



On-the-job training strategies prioritized by the state match the USDOL’s priority of work-based
learning activities. It connects education and training pedagogies and fulfills the workforce gaps in
industry sector-driven demand areas.

Projected programmatic outcomes from waiver: Approval of this waiver request would increase
flexibility for smaller Nevada businesses to redirect their business resources to critical operational
areas, and would increase their labor force, increasing their competitive position for jobs that are
typically provided to larger companies and corporations that are able to absorb the cost of a larger
workforce. The waiver would also build capacity for small Nevada businesses to draw from the
local area’s workforce talent, versus having to conduct costly and lengthy national recruitment
activities. This waiver request’s proposed scale for on-the-job training reimbursements is:

— 50 or fewer employees: up to 90 percent on-the-job training (OJT) employer
reimbursement

Although OJT utilization has increased, local area goals have not been met due to reduced business
volumes associated with social distancing and stay-at-home orders as a result of the COVID-19
Pandemic.

Individuals, groups or populations impacted by the proposed waiver: DETR intends for this
waiver to benefit the large number of jobseekers who have been dislocated by the COVID-19
economic disaster. DETR further intends for this waiver to benefit a large number of Nevada
employers who are in critical need for an immediate workforce to address the significant demands
placed on those specific industry sectors as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Finally, DETR
intends for this waiver to benefit the state’s economic condition, which has been devastatingly
impacted as a direct result of COVID-19.

Long-term benefit to OJT participants: DETR intends that this waiver will result in long-term
benefits and gains to jobseekers by creating gainful and sustainable career pathways, as well as
creating a sustainable trained workforce for Nevada employers for the long recovery period.

Procedure for monitoring progress of waiver implementation/collection of outcome
information: DETR will continue monitoring state and local area performance to assess the
effectiveness of this waiver using both state and federal accountability systems to ensure that all
negotiated performance measures are met including expenditure percentages, results are accurately
reported and will provide necessary technical assistance to the Local Boards, one-stop operators
and service providers. As part of the monitoring and performance accountability process, DETR
will collect data on waiver outcomes which will be included in the Nevada WIOA Annual Report.
Any waiver renewal requests will include the most recent available outcomes data.

Assurance of state posting of the request for public comment and notification of affected local
workforce development boards: DETR will provide for meaningful public review and comment.
It will publish the proposed waiver in compliance with Nevada statutory requirements and will
review and develop a response to all comments received. DETR has notified all Boards that the
agency is seeking this waiver request and sought their input before submitting this request to
USDOL ETA.
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